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Senator Johnson and Colleagues Introduce  
“Fire Safety First Package” 

Bills Intended to Curb Michigan Fire Fatalities 
 

March 21, 2003—Following 2001’s alarming report that 148 people including several 
children perished in household fires, Senator Shirley Johnson (R-Royal Oak) along with 
several legislators and Flagstar Bank today announced a partnership to help make a 
difference in fire safety and curb Michigan’s fire fatalities. 
 
 Seeking to eliminate this tragic and preventable loss of life, a series of six bills 
was reintroduced this week in the Michigan Legislature.  The proposed measures would 
provide tax incentives to residents that purchase and use fire alarms or fire suppression 
equipment. 
 
 “It is very important that the legislature plays a vital role in protecting Michigan 
citizens,” Johnson said.  “I am very proud to be working with members from the Senate 
and Gary Burkart of Flagstar Bank on this initiative.” 
 

Senators Bev Hammerstrom, Valde Garcia and Mike Bishop have joined Senator 
Johnson to promote the prevention of fire-related deaths through the simple purchase of a 
$5-$10 smoke detector.   

 
The Michigan Grocers Association and the Michigan Retailers Association also 

plan to lend support to the programs for their customers. 
 
The legislative package includes the following measures: 

• An exemption of the Michigan sales tax for fire extinguishers, fire alarm systems 
and fire suppression systems.  

• A refundable income tax credit, up to $100, for consumers who purchase fire 
safety equipment. 

• An exemption from use tax on the purchase, storage or use of fire extinguishers, 
fire alarm systems and fire suppression systems. 



• Requires historic district study committees to recommend the establishment of a 
historic district only when each building within the proposed district is equipped 
with a fire alarm system. 

• Requires the preservation of any facilities, building or structures deemed 
historical by a municipality to install a fire alarm system. 

• Amends the Michigan multi-housing law to require all apartments to be equipped 
with fire alarm systems and fire suppression equipment. 

 
“Fire safety equipment is essential and we want to make sure it is economically 

feasible for everyone,” Johnson said.  “The bottom line is that we want to save lives.”  
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